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Points of Reference for the Conduct of  

21st Century Deterrence and Assurance Research 
 

Deterrence and Assurance are abstract political-military concepts.   They are also conditions 

attained in the minds of deterrees and assurees, achieved only at their respective discretion, and 

only in nuanced context of their unique decision spaces.  Activities undertaken to achieve 

deterrence and assurance goals comprise planning and execution of a strategy, an equally abstract 

concept requiring similar research consideration.  Simply stated, research involves gaining 

understanding of both the nature of a given deterrence and assurance problem, and how to 

address it. 

With these themes in mind, new thinking in deterrence and assurance is not exclusively adversary 

and/or military in scope.  It calls for research into topics that go beyond consideration of adversary 

military capabilities and attendant U.S./Allied means to countervail them.  Topics include (but are 

not limited to) local, regional, and international political and economic factors; socio-cultural and 

decision-making dynamics; as well as psychological lines of inquiry, all of which are geared toward 

informing policies pursuant to tailored deterrence and allied assurance objectives. 

While better understanding into how objectives might be achieved vis-à-vis a given deterrence and 

assurance problem set remains a central focus, equally as pertinent is appreciating the mechanics 

of how objectives are to be achieved.  Such research involves understanding the political, fiscal, and 

bureaucratic aspects of marshalling limited national resources into coherent deterrence and 

assurance strategies.  Underlying all of this is the need to understand the nature of the term 

strategy itself. 

While not exhaustive, researchers are encouraged to consider the following alphabetized list of 

references selected with each of these themes in mind as they pursue efforts to add to the 

literature. 
 

UNDERSTANDING NATIONAL INTERESTS: 
 

 Cross, Theresa, Aaron Bazin, and Montgomery Erfourth.  “Starting with ‘Why’: The National 

Security Strategy and America’s National Interests.” Small Wars Journal, (12 Dec 2019), 

https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/starting-why-national-security-strategy-and-americas-

national-interests.  

 Deibel, Terry L. “Chapter 4: Interests, Threats, and Opportunities.” Foreign Affairs Strategy: 

Logic for American Statecraft. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp. 123-156, 

https://www.amazon.com/Foreign-Affairs-Strategy-American-Statecraft/dp/0521692776. 

 Gaddis, John Lewis. Surprise, Security, and the American Experience. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press, 2005), https://www.amazon.com/Surprise-Security-Experience-Civilization-

Government/dp/0674018362. 

https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/starting-why-national-security-strategy-and-americas-national-interests
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/starting-why-national-security-strategy-and-americas-national-interests
https://www.amazon.com/Foreign-Affairs-Strategy-American-Statecraft/dp/0521692776
https://www.amazon.com/Surprise-Security-Experience-Civilization-Government/dp/0674018362
https://www.amazon.com/Surprise-Security-Experience-Civilization-Government/dp/0674018362
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 Hamilton, Lee H. “Defining National Interest.” Editorial. The Christian Science Monitor, (30 Mar. 

1998), https://www.csmonitor.com/1998/0330/033098.opin.opin.2.html. 

 Morgenthau, Hans J. “What Is the National Interest of the United States?” The Annals of the 

American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 282, The National Interest-Alone or with 

Others? (Jul., 1952), pp. 1-7, http://www.jstor.org/stable/1030530. 

 Nuechterlein, Donald E. “National Interests and Foreign Policy: A Conceptual Framework for 

Analysis and Decision-making.” Review of International Studies Vol. 2, Iss. 3 (Oct., 1976), pp. 

246-266 https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-

studies/article/abs/national-interests-and-foreign-policy-a-conceptual-framework-for-analysis-and-

decisionmaking/3A15B2B5436B3B05FA015026A99CF886.  

 Rice, Condoleezza. “Promoting the National Interest.” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 79, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb., 

2000), pp. 45-62, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20049613. 

 Rieff, David.  “A New Hierarchy of Values and Interests.” World Policy Journal, Vol. 16, No. 3 

(Fall, 1999), pp. 28-34, http://www.jstor.org/stable/40209642. 

 Russel, Greg. “John Quincy Adams and the Ethics of America’s National Interest.” Review of 

International Studies, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Jan., 1993), pp. 23-38, 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097318. 

 Sondermann, Fred A. “The Concept of the National Interest.” Orbis, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Spring, 

1977), pp. 121-138, http://www.unz.org/Pub/Orbis-1977q1-00121?View=Overview. 

 Van Dyke, Vernon. “Values and Interests.” The American Political Science Review,  

Vol. 56, No. 3 (Sep., 1962), pp. 567-576, https://www.jstor.org/stable/1952490. 
 

NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGIC POLICY GUIDANCE: 
 

 Interim National Security Strategic Guidance (2021) https://nssarchive.us/white-house-

publishes-interim-national-security-strategic-guidance/.  

 National Security Strategy of the United States of America (2017), http://nssarchive.us/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/2017.pdf. 

 Summary of the National Defense Strategy of the United States of America (2018), 

https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-Strategy-

Summary.pdf. 

 Nuclear Posture Review (2018), https://media.defense.gov/2018/Feb/02/2001872886/-1/-

1/1/2018-NUCLEAR-POSTURE-REVIEW-FINAL-REPORT.PDF. 

 Missile Defense Review (2019), https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Interactive/2018/11-2019-

Missile-Defense-Review/The%202019%20MDR_Executive%20Summary.pdf. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE RESEARCH: 
 

 Deterrence Operations Joint Operating Concept v. 2.0 (2006), 

http://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/concepts/joc_deterrence.pdf?ver=2017-

12-28-162015-337. 

https://www.csmonitor.com/1998/0330/033098.opin.opin.2.html
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1030530
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-studies/article/abs/national-interests-and-foreign-policy-a-conceptual-framework-for-analysis-and-decisionmaking/3A15B2B5436B3B05FA015026A99CF886
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-studies/article/abs/national-interests-and-foreign-policy-a-conceptual-framework-for-analysis-and-decisionmaking/3A15B2B5436B3B05FA015026A99CF886
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https://media.defense.gov/2018/Feb/02/2001872886/-1/-1/1/2018-NUCLEAR-POSTURE-REVIEW-FINAL-REPORT.PDF
https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Interactive/2018/11-2019-Missile-Defense-Review/The%202019%20MDR_Executive%20Summary.pdf
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http://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/concepts/joc_deterrence.pdf?ver=2017-12-28-162015-337
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 Strategic Communications Joint Integrating Concept v. 1.0 (2009), 

http://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/concepts/jic_strategiccommunications.pdf

?ver=2017-12-28-162005-353. 

 Vitto, Vincent, comp. Report of the Defense Science Board Task Force on Strategic 

Communication. Rep. Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and 

Logistics, (Jan., 2008), https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a476331.pdf.  
 

THINKING ABOUT STRATEGY: 
 

 Benson, Kevin C. M., “It Is Our Fault:  ‘No Overarching Strategy’.” Military Strategy Magazine, 

Vol. 6, Iss. 2 (Summer, 2018), pp. 20-22, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/It-

Is-Our-Fault-No-Overarching-Strategy/.  

 Betts, Richard K. “Should Strategic Studies Survive?” World Politics, Vol. 50, No. 1, Fiftieth 

Anniversary Special Issue (Oct., 1997), pp. 7-33, http://www.jstor.org/stable/25054025. 

 Bracken, Paul. “Net Assessment: A Practical Guide.” Parameters, Vol. 36 (Spring, 2006), pp. 90-

100, https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=460780.  

 Brands, Hal. “Choosing Primacy: U.S. Strategy and Global Order at the Dawn of the Post-Cold 

War Era.” Texas National Security Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 2 (Mar., 2018), pp. 8-33, 

https://tnsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/TNSR-Journal-Issue-2-Hal-Brands-02.pdf.   

 Builder, Carl H. “Keeping the Strategic Flame.” Joint Forces Quarterly, No. 14 (Winter, 1996-97), 

pp. 76-84, https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a423145.pdf.  

 Christopher, Paul.  Strategic Communication: Origins, Concepts, and Current Debates. (Praeger, 

2007) https://www.amazon.com/Strategic-Communication-Concepts-Security-International-dp-

0313386404/dp/0313386404/.  

 Ellis, Jr., James O., James N. Mattis, and Kori Schake. “Chapter 10: Restoring Our National 

Security.” Blueprint for America. Ed. George P. Shultz. (Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution, 2016). 

137-150, 

https://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/research/docs/george_shultz_blueprint_for_americ

a_ch10.pdf. 

 Freedman, Lawrence. “The Meaning of Strategy Part I: The Origin Story.” Texas National 

Security Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 1 (Dec., 2017), pp. 90-105, https://tnsr.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/10/Vol-1-Issue-1-Freedman.pdf. 

 Freedman, Lawrence. “The Meaning of Strategy Part II: The Objectives.” Texas National Security 

Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 2 (Mar., 2018), pp. 34-57, https://tnsr.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/01/Freedman-TNSR-Vol-1-Issue-2-.pdf. 

 Gray, Colin S. “Deterrence and the Nature of Strategy.” Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 11, No. 

2 (2000), pp. 17-26, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09592310008423274. 

 Gray, Colin S. “So What! The Meaning of Strategy.” Military Strategy Magazine, Vol. 6, No. 1 

(Winter, 2018), pp. 4-7, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/So-What-The-

Meaning-of-Strategy/.  
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09592310008423274
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 Gray, Colin S. Theory of Strategy. (London, UK: Oxford University Press, 2018) 

https://www.amazon.com/Theory-Strategy-Colin-S-Gray-ebook/dp/B07D4MM476.  

 Gray, Colin S. The Sheriff:  America’s Defense of the New World Order. (Lexington, KY: The 

University of Kentucky Press, 2004), https://www.amazon.com/Sheriff-Americas-Defense-World-

Order/dp/0813193109. 

 Harrison, Ross. Strategic Thinking in 3D:  A Guide for National Security, Foreign Policy, and 

Business Professionals. (Washington, D.C.: Potomac, 2013), 

https://www.amazon.com/Strategic-Thinking-3D-National-Professionals/dp/1597977063. 

 Heffington, Steven, Adam Oler, and David Tretler eds. A National Security Strategy Primer. 

(Washington, DC: National Defense University Press, 2019) 

https://nwc.ndu.edu/Portals/71/Documents/Publications/NWC%20Primer%202020%20Final.pdf.   

 Henderson, Bruce D. “The Origin of Strategy.” Harvard Business Review, (Nov.-Dec., 1989), 

https://hbr.org/1989/11/the-origin-of-strategy. 

 Howard, Michael. “The Forgotten Dimensions of Strategy.” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 57, No. 5 

(Summer, 1979), pp. 975-986, https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1979-06-01/forgotten-

dimensions-strategy. 

 Howard, Michael. “The Transformation of Strategy.” The RUSI Journal, Vol. 156, No. 4 (Aug.-

Sept., 2011), pp. 12-16, http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03071847.2011.606637. 

 MCDP 1-1 Strategy, http://www.marines.mil/Portals/59/Publications/MCDP%201-

1%20Strategy.pdf. 

 Layne, Christopher.  The Peace of Illusions: American Grand Strategy from 1940 to the Present. 

(Ithica, NY:  Cornell University Press, 2007) https://www.amazon.com/Peace-Illusions-

American-Strategy-Security/dp/0801474116. 

 Lenczowski, John. Full Spectrum Diplomacy and Grand Strategy. (Lanham: Lexington Books, 

2011), https://www.amazon.com/Full-Spectrum-Diplomacy-Grand-Strategy/dp/0739150669. 

 Lykke Jr., Col. Arthur F. “Defining Military Strategy = E+W+M.” Military Review, Vol. LXIX, No. 5 

(May, 1989), pp. 1-8, 

http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p124201coll1/id/504/filenam

e/505.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem. 

 May, Ernest R., ed. American Cold War Strategy:  Interpreting NSC 68. (Boston, MA: Bedford 

Books, 1993) https://www.amazon.com/American-Cold-War-Strategy-

Interpreting/dp/0312066376. 

 McCauley, Daniel H. “Rediscovering the Art of Strategic Thinking:  Developing 21st-Century 
Strategic Leaders.” Joint Forces Quarterly, No. 81 (2nd Quarter, 2016), pp. 26-33, 
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/jfq/jfq-81/jfq-81_26-33_McCauley.pdf.   

 Meiser, Jeffery W. “Ends + Ways + Means = (Bad) Strategy.” Parameters, Vol. 46, No. 4 (Winter, 

2016-17), pp. 81-91, https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=799478. 

 Metz, Steven. “Why Aren’t Americans Better at Strategy?” Military Review, Vol. LXIX, No. 5 

(May, 1989), pp. 9-15, 

https://www.amazon.com/Theory-Strategy-Colin-S-Gray-ebook/dp/B07D4MM476
https://www.amazon.com/Sheriff-Americas-Defense-World-Order/dp/0813193109
https://www.amazon.com/Sheriff-Americas-Defense-World-Order/dp/0813193109
https://www.amazon.com/Strategic-Thinking-3D-National-Professionals/dp/1597977063
https://nwc.ndu.edu/Portals/71/Documents/Publications/NWC%20Primer%202020%20Final.pdf?ver=NKiGA4Ocm119DU5GveImYw%3d%3d
https://hbr.org/1989/11/the-origin-of-strategy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1979-06-01/forgotten-dimensions-strategy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1979-06-01/forgotten-dimensions-strategy
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03071847.2011.606637
http://www.marines.mil/Portals/59/Publications/MCDP%201-1%20Strategy.pdf
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http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p124201coll1/id/504/filename/505.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p124201coll1/id/504/filename/505.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem
https://www.amazon.com/American-Cold-War-Strategy-Interpreting/dp/0312066376
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http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p124201coll1/id/504/filenam

e/505.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem. 

 Mintzberg, Henry. “Patterns in Strategy Formation.” Management Science, Vol. 24, No. 9 (May, 

1978), pp. 934-948, http://www.jstor.org/stable/2630633. 

 Owens, Mackubin. “On Strategy and Strategic Planning: Repairing America’s Strategic ‘Black 

Hole’.” The Heritage Foundation, Military Strength Topical Essays (7 Oct 2016) 

https://www.heritage.org/military-strength-topical-essays/2017-essays/strategy-and-strategic-

planning-repairing-americas. 

 Ross, Dennis. Statecraft: And How to Restore America's Standing in the World. (New York: 

Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2008), https://www.amazon.com/Statecraft-Restore-Americas-

Standing-World/dp/0374531196. 

 Silove, Nina. “Beyond the Buzzword: The Three Meanings of ‘Grand Strategy’.” Security Studies, 

(2017), pp. 1-31, https://doi.org/10.1080/09636412.2017.1360073. 

 Sinek, Simon.  Start with Why:  How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action.  (Penguin 

Books, 2009) https://www.amazon.com/Simon-Sinek-Start-Why-Paperback/dp/B09Q21YQPW/.  

 Sinek, Simon. The Infinite Game. (Penguin, 2019) https://www.amazon.com/Infinite-Game-

Simon-Sinek/dp/0241385636.  

 Rumelt, Richard, Good Strategy Bad Strategy: The Difference and Why It Matters. (New York:  

Crown Publishing, 2011) http://goodbadstrategy.com/about-the-book/.  

 Smith, M.L.R. “Why Strategy is Easy but Difficult (at the Same Time):  A Short Study on the 

Complexities of Escalation.” Military Strategy Magazine, Vol. 5, Iss. 4 (Summer, 2017), pp. 10-

13, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/why-strategy-is-easy-but-difficult-at-

the-same-time-a-short-study-on-the-complexities-of-escalation/.   

 Van Riper, Lt. Gen. Paul. “From Grand Strategy to Operational Design: Getting It Right.” Military 

Strategy Magazine, Vol. 4, Iss. 2 (Fall, 2014), pp. 13-18, 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/from-grand-strategy-to-operational-design-

getting-it-right/.  

 Van Riper, Lt. Gen. Paul. “The Foundation of Strategic Thinking.” Military Strategy Magazine, 

Vol. 2, Iss. 3 (Summer, 2012), pp. 4-10, https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/The-

Foundation-of-Strategic-Thinking/. 

 Webb, Major Andrew C. “Rethinking Strategy-Art Lykke and the Development of the Ends, 

Ways, Means Model of Strategy.” Thesis. U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Ft. 

Leavenworth, KS, (2019). https://nsiteam.com/social/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Webb-

Andrew-C.-Rethinking-Strategy-Art-Lykke-and-the-Development-of-the-Ends-Ways-Means-

Model-of-Strategy-31-MAY-19.pdf. 

 Zinni, General Tony and Tony Koltz. Before the First Shots Are Fired:  How America Can Win or 

Lose off the Battlefield.  (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014) https://www.amazon.com/Before-First-

Shots-Are-Fired/dp/1137279389/.  
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THINKING ABOUT THREAT: 
 

 Belden, Thomas G. “Indications, Warning, and Crisis Operations.” International Studies 

Quarterly, Vol. 21, No. 1, Special Issue on International Crisis:  Progress and Prospects for 

Applied Forecasting and Management (Mar., 1977), pp. 181-198, 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2600151. 

 Betts, Richard K. “Intelligence Warning: Old Problems, New Agendas.” Parameters, Vol. 28 

(Spring, 1998), pp. 26-35, https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=568. 

 Betts, Richard K. Surprise Attack: Lessons for Defense Planning. (Washington, D.C., The 

Brookings Institution, 1982), https://www.brookings.edu/book/surprise-attack. 

 Annual Threat Assessment of the US Intelligence Community. Director of National Intelligence, 

(9 April 2021), https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2021-

Unclassified-Report.pdf. 

 Grabo, Cynthia M. Anticipating Surprise: Analysis for Strategic Warning. Ed. Jan Goldman. 
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https://www.nps.gov/mimi/index.htm
https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/
http://wyoparks.state.wy.us/index.php/places-to-go/quebec-01
http://wyoparks.state.wy.us/index.php/places-to-go/quebec-01
http://www.history.nd.gov/historicsites/minutemanmissile/index.html
https://airandspace.si.edu/udvar-hazy-center
https://sacmuseum.org/
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 Submarine Force Library and Museum Association (Groton, CT) https://www.ussnautilus.org/.  

 The Cold War Museum (Vint Hill, VA) http://www.coldwar.org/. 

 The National Museum of Nuclear Science and History (Albuquerque, NM) 

https://www.nuclearmuseum.org/. 

 Nuclear Weapons Instructional Museum (Kirtland AFB, NM) 

https://dnws.dtra.mil/Catalog/instructional-museum.cfm.  

 Titan Museum (Sahuarita, AZ) http://www.titanmissilemuseum.org/. 

 U.S. Navy Museum Cold War Gallery (Washington, DC) 

http://usnavymuseum.org/about_coldwar.asp/. 

https://www.ussnautilus.org/
http://www.coldwar.org/
https://www.nuclearmuseum.org/
https://dnws.dtra.mil/Catalog/instructional-museum.cfm
http://www.titanmissilemuseum.org/
http://usnavymuseum.org/about_coldwar.asp/

